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two months previously and since then the attacks had
increased in frequency and severity. There was no vomiting
but the bowels were confined during the attacks. Some
emaciation was present and there had been a recent loss of
weight. The abdomen was not distended. No renal tumours
could be felt. In the left iliac fossa an ill-defined swelling
was felt which remained after free evacuation of the bowels.
The urine was normal. At the operation an oblique incision
was made one inch internal to the left anterior superior
spine. The sigmoid flexure was found to be distended and
its walls were thickened and hypertrophied and the upper
part had a long mesentery allowing over-free movement of
the bowel. On tracing the colon downwards it seemed to
be fixed at its middle. Below this the calibre of the sigmoid
flexure was much reduced. Thus the bowel fell into an
M -shaped curve. The peritoneum covering the brim of the
pelvis had evidently been stretched by the violent con-

tractions of the bowel. The adhesion of the bowel to the

peritoneum was freed. The patient made an uninterrupted
recovery.&mdash;Dr. Rabagliati read a paper on Some Laws of
Applied Causation determining Medical Practice.

CLINICAL SOCIETY OF MANCHESTER.-An ordi-
nary meeting of this society was held at the Palatine Hotel
on Nov. 21st, Dr. E. T. Milner, the President, being in the
chair.-Professor R. B. Wild read a paper on Some Clinical
Aspects of Syphilis, with Special Reference to Treatment.
This paper was based upon an analysis of 1000 cases of
syphilis seen at the Manchester and Salford Hospital for
Skin Diseases during the past 12 years and afforded some in-
sight into the incidence of syphilis among the general
working-class population, apart from the strictly venereal
cases which are not taken at the skin hospital. The cases
of syphilis formed 5 17 per cent. of the total patients and
compared favourably with the 6’ 1 per cent. of syphilitic
cases found by Dr. H. Radcliffe Crocker in out-patient hos-
pital practice in London and with the 8 to 10 per cent. of
syphilis in America, as shown in the statistics compiled
by the American Dermatological Association. Of the 1000
cases 76 were congenital, 55 were primary, 276 were

secondary, and 593 were tertiary. Of the congenital cases
60 were infantile and 16 were later manifestations ; in
addition four cases of infantile acquired syphilis occurred.
Of the 55 primary cases no less than 14 were extra-
genital, the most frequent sites being the lips and fingers.
One interesting point was that while there was a differ- I
ence of 10 years between the average ages of the

secondary and tertiary cases, in several patients pre-
cocious tertiary ulceration occurred while the secondary
rash was still present and, on the other hand, one

case was described in which 38 years elapsed between the
secondary and tertiary lesions. Of the cases of secondary
syphilis the most interesting were three cases with ex-

ceptionally marked febrile reaction at the onset of the rash,
three cases of purpuric secondary syphilide, five cases of
pigmentary syphilide on the neck in women, and 15 cases

of framboesial syphilide. As regards tertiary syphilis the
chief types were : (1) the nodular serpiginous asymmetrical
rash, (2) a similar rash with superficial ulceration, and

(3) gummata and deep ulceration. In many of these tertiary
cases trauma or some intercurrent dermatitis appeared
to be a localising if not a causative factor. The late

syphilide of the palms and soles with keratosis or ulceration
occurred not infrequently and was particularly obstinate to
treatment. One point worthy of note was the fact that out
of 593 cases of tertiary syphilis of the skin in only three
was there any sign of implication of the nervous system.
The co-existence of syphilis with other diseases was a fruitful
source of difficulty in diagnosis ; the most common compli-
cation was a seborrhaeic dermatitis, but in other cases

psoriasis, scabies, erythema multiforme, leucoderma, lichen
planus, and scarlet fever co-existed with syphilis. The
remainder of the paper was devoted to a discussion of the
various methods of treatment and stress was laid upon the
natural tendency to recovery in secondary syphilis and the
value of treatment in preventing tertiary manifestations.
With regard to mercury, preference was given to the ad-
ministration by the mouth in ordinary cases as giving better
ultimate results with greater safety. Intramuscular injec-
tions were reserved for exceptional cases but might be the
best method of administration under special conditions, such
M the services or lock hospital practice. Intravenous injec-
tions were quite unsuitable for out-patient practice. With
respect to iodide of potassium it was more valuable than

mercury in deep tertiary ulcerations but was best given in
full doses for short periods and did not prevent recurrence if
continued. In many cases of tertiary syphilis the use of
mercury was essential but was better given separately from
iodide of potassium unless the latter were used in small
quantities merely as a solvent for the mercuric iodide. None
of the recently introduced vegetable alteratives had proved
to have any specific action and they were quite untrust-
worthy for the treatment of syphilis.
CHELSEA CLINICAL SOCIETY.-A meeting of

this society was held on Nov. 21st, Dr. J. Barry Ball, the
President, being in the chair.-Dr. W. Ewart showed a
case of Situs Inversus, in which the heart was on the right
side and the liver on the left side.-Dr. Alfred Eddowes
showed a case of Lupus of the Nose treated extranasally
with nitric acid and intranasally by radium. He also
showed a case of Sclerosed Lupus of the Face treated
by excision, which was now quite well, keloid being left
after operation.-Mr. A. F. Penny read a paper on the Modern
Encroachments of Surgery on the Domain of Medicine.
That the surgeon was rapidly encroaching on the domain
of medicine was becoming more apparent every day, so much
so that it was becoming increasingly difficult to limit his

sphere of work. The surgeon, too, was daily gaining more
precision in diagnosis and was far outstripping his medical
colleague in that respect, and every new discovery in the
realm of medicine was a distinct gain to him. He dealt with
hard facts, the physician with abstractions. Reference was
made to the marvellous developments of intestinal surgery
in recent years and especially to the surgical treatment of
chronic gastritis, and the extreme value of the operation of
gastro-enterostomy.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Tice Diagnosis of Diseases of Women. By PALMER FINDLEY,

B.S., M.D., Assistant Professor of Gynsecology and
Obstetrics, Rush Medical College in affiliation with the
University of Chicago. Second edition, revised and
enlarged. Illustrated with 222 engravings in the text
and 59 plates in colours and monochrome. London :
Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox. 1905. Royal 8vo, pp. 588.
Price 21s. net.

THIS book, with the title " The Diagnosis of Diseases of
Women," is in reality rather a work on the pathology of the
pelvic organs. The author quite rightly thinks that a good
knowledge of the pathology of a disease is a considerable
step towards the making of a correct diagnosis. For this
reason he lays great stress on both macroscopic and micro-
scopic morbid anatomy and the indications which it affords
from the clinical point of view. The book is the first of its
kind to appear in the English language. Other works on

diagnosis have dealt with the matter more especially from
the clinical point of view. There can be no doubt as to
the correctness of the author’s contention that the micro-

scope must play a very large part in the correct diagnosis
of many of the pelvic affections of women and for this
reason the present work cannot fail to be of assistance
to students and practitioners. It is divided into three

parts dealing respectively with General Diagnosis, Special
Diagnosis, and the Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Urinary
System.

In discussing the question of menstruation Dr. Findley
puts forward the view that the Fallopian tube undoubtedly
appears to take part in the process in a small number
of cases. In three out of nine menstruating uteri examined
after removal by hysterectomy the author found changes
in the tubes similar to those found in the body of the
uterus. Plate II. is a representation of a tube showing
such changes. The tubal mucosa is engorged with blood
and there are haemorrhages into it and into the lumen
of the tube, whilst the lining epithelium is intact. It

would certainly appear from these specimens and from

clinical observations that the tubes take part in the general
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engorgement of the pelvic organs at the menstrual perils
but whether they can really be said to menstru[fteisilno’ther’
question. In the chapter on dilatation of the cervix the use
of tents is deprecated; they are said to be slow and uncertain
n their action and a source of danger from infection. We
think that this view of the matter is hardly correct. Tents

are of the greatest possible assistance when employed as a
preliminary to the use of Hegar’s or Kelly’s dilators and

they minimise the risk of tearing the cervix to a very con-
siderable degree. A very valuable chapter which has been
added to this edition is that’on the examination of the
blood. The importance of leucocytosis and the great
danger of operating in grave cases of anaemia are pointed
out. Another new and useful chapter is one on the bacterio-
logical diagnosis of the diseases of women. The section

dealing with ectopic gestation is disappointing. The author
treats of the diagnosis of the condition extremely well

and as this is primarily a book on diagnosis, perhaps that
should be sufficient, but, on the other hand, the section

dealing with the anatomy of tubal gestation is poor. Dr.

Findley follows the teaching of Dr. J. C. Webster and says
but little of the results which have been obtained by other
recent workers in this field.

The description given of hydatidiform mole and chorio-
epithelioma is exceedingly good and is the best account of

these important diseases which we remember to have read.
Dr. Findley recommends that two weeks after the expulsion
of a hydatidiform mole the uterus should be curetted and 

’’

the scrapings examined under the microscope. If in the
decidua Langhans’ cells and the syncytium are found to be
proliferating then the who7e uterus should be removed with-
out delay. The chapter on fibroid tumours of the uterus con-
tains a clear account of their pathology and structure. We
cannot agree, however, with the author in his apparent
endorsement of Dr. C. P. Noble’s conclusion that one-quarter
of the cases of fibroids would result in chronic invalidism
and one-third in death if no operation were performed. Nor
is the further conclusion a fair one-namely, that "report to
early operation will effect a saving of 25 to 30 pEr cent. in
mortality, in addition to the perhaps greater saving in the
mortality which follows operation as compared with that

which is incident to the history of fibroid tumours." It

would have been more satisfactory if either Dr. Findley or
Dr. Noble could tell us more certainly what is the mortality
incident to fibroid tumours. Surely it is no longer necessary
to point out the many fallacies inherent in any attempt
to estimate the mortality of fibroid tumours from the cases
met with in hospital practice alone. We are glad to see

that the author does not countenance the teaching so

current at the present time in the writings of some

gynecologists, that fibroid tumours complicating pregnancy
and labour are a grave menace to the patient’s life. As he

says : "It must be admitted that fibroid tumours of the

uterus, even of large proportions, seldom impede the

progress of labour. Statistics from the large clinics of
the world justify this assertion." In the section dealing
with the pathology of the ovaries Dr. Findley gives the
results of his microscopic and clinical studies of some 180
-cases of cystic degeneration of these organs. He con-

cludes that this condition is almost always the result of
chronic ovaritis due to infection or passive congestion of the
ovaries and that too much stress must not be laid on the

- complaint of pain and tenderness as the explanation fre-
quently lies in the presence of associated lesions or in an

instability of the general nervous system.
The book is a good one from the pathological point of

view, although clinically it does not attain so high a standard.
It is a pity that Dr. Findley has not expended a little more
- care on his grammar and on the correct spelling of many of
the names which he quotes. Such expressions as "a polypoid Imyomata," " cardiopathy of uterine fibroids," " back of the I

obstruction the menstrual blood collects," " gasogenic bac-
teria," and a submucous adenomyoma averaging 55 grams" "
are inexcusable ; while the numerous errors in names and
words, as, for example, von Wenkel, Lohlen, Kalkenbach,
Gerhard, and Muttleschmertz, are evidences of carelessness
in the revision of the proofs such as, should not be found in
the second edition of a scientific’ work. The illustrations
are uniformly excellent and the index is sufficient.

Organotherapy, or lreatmont by Means of Prrparations of
Various Organs By H. BATTY SHAW, M.D.Lond.,
F.R.C.P., Lecturer in Therapeutics, University College,
London ; Assistant Physician to University College Hos-
pital, &c. Illustrated. London, Paris, New York, and
Melbourne : Cassell and Co., Limited. 1905. Pp. 256.
Price 6s.

THIS volume forms the third of the series of monographs
issued by Messrs. Cassell and Co. under the title of "Modern
Methods of Treatment " and offers a very valuable digest of
the subject with which it deals. The various organs from
which medicinal preparations have been made are discussed
in turn, each section opening with an account of the anatomy
ar.d physiology of the organ and thus leading up to its
pathology and therapeutic uses. The thyroid gland is

naturally first considered. The author leans towards the
view that the thyroid and parathyroid glands are the respec-
tive seats of two different secretions, both necessary for the
well-being of the body at large. While myxcedema is due
to deficiency of thyroid material, Graves’s disease is perhaps
caused by perversion of parathyroid secretion. No satis-

factory treatment of the latter malady by organic prepara-
tions has, however, been discovered. The suprarenal glands
are next considered : in these organs the very different struc-
ture of the cortex and medulla respectively indicates that
these parts fulfil different functions, the medulla probably
furnishing an internal secretion and the cortex possibly
acting as an excretory organ. The physiology of these glands
is, however, as yet very obscure. Very definite physiological
effects follow the use of extracts 01 the glands and many of
such preparations are obtainable-. Medicinally they are

chiefly of use as local styptics and as aids to local anaes-

thesia ; in Addison’s disease, which is usually attributed to
insufficiency of suprarenal secretion, no very certain thera-
peutic effects have been obtained by the employment of
organic extracts. In subsequent sections the author deals
with the liver and pancreas, the testicle and ovary, the

pituitary body, the kidney, the thymus, the placenta, and
so on. Of all these organs the- ovary is perhaps the one to
which we have most reason to attribute the formation of a

distinct internal secretion. Little therapeutic effect has

appuently followed the use of pancreatic extracts in

diabetes or of renal preparations in ursemic conditions.
We congratulate the author on the very comprehensive

summary which he has given of the work which has been
done with regard to the physiology of the ductless glands
and on the use of organic preparations. The book affords
most interesting material for study. If we may offer some

slight criticism with a view to possible future editions we
would suggest that the author is too much inclined to let
facts speak for themselves and that a little more dogmatism
as to the value of organo-therapeutics in various diseases
and more detailed comparison of the properties of different
preparations would have tended to make the book of greater
use to practising physicians. We should also have been glad
to read an account of the most recent views as to the
administration of digestive ferments, pepsin and trypsin,
and of the preparations of them which give the best results.
These remedies are omitted on the ground that they are too
well known to need discussion but even in this department
knowledge does not stand still. In the section dealing with
the ovary we do not find any reference to tlre-views-’which
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have been propounded as to the special function of the

corpus luteum in forming an internal secretion. These,
however, are but minor points and detract little from the

general excellence of the book which deserves to be widely
known and appreciated.

LIBRARY TABLE.
A Healthy Home and How to geep It. By FLORENCE J

STACPOOLE, Diploma of the London Obstetrical Society.
In two parts. London : Wells Gardner, Darton, and Co. i

Part I., pp. 83 ; Part II., pp. 88. Price 4d. each part.-It
has been truly said that the best wealth is health." ,
The full value of health is too often not realised until it 

’

is lost. The authoress hopes that these little volumes,
written after many years’ experience as a lecturer on

the "Care of the Health and the Laws of Hygiene" for
the National Health Society, may prove of practical useful-
ness in helping parents. The headings of the chapters into
which Miss Stacpoole divides her work show its scope. They
are as follows : The House and How to Make it Healthy ;
Thrift, or How to Save Money and Have Comfort at Home ;
Temperance, How We can Help it Forward ; Food and Its
Uses; Prevention of lilness ; Prevention of Consumption
and Chest Complaints ; Healthy Clothing ; the Skin and Its
Functions ; and the Care of Babies. These little volumes
contain sound advice from cover to cover and they are so
cheap that they are within the reach of everyone. The

print, paper, and general get-up are satisfactory.
Poultry F’arvting: 80rne Facts and Some ConcZtrsions. By

"Home Counties." London: John Murray. 1905. Pp. 186.
Price 5s. net.-The author tells us that unless the poultry
enthusiast is willing to abandon some of his cherished beliefs
this book is not for him. To the would-be poultry farmer
who is open to conviction it does address itself. The

author does not court t’1e goodwill of the poultry papers nor
does he inspire the reader with dreams of poultry farming as
popularly understood. He ventures to suggest, after pursuing
the subject through no fewer than 16 chapters and an
appendix, that poultry farming suffers from the drawback of
not yet having bee proved to pay. If by the ag( n y of this
volume only a few reasonable and well-intentioned folk are
saved time, money, and strength the book will, says its

author, have been written to good purpose. It is, however,
the author’s desire to give the warmest support to poultry
keeping on certain lines indicated by experience and common
sense and to the pleasant hobby o. owning domestic fowls for
its own sake. The book is not primarily intended to offer
detailed instruction on poultry management but the large
mass of practical data will prove of considerable value. As

far as can be seen at present the future of poultry keeping
will .be chiefly in the hands of ’’ the intelligent farmer’s
intelligent daughter." "A Poultry Farmer’s Confession" is
very instructive. The book is well got up and well illustrated Iand it will, we think, find its public.
Smoke Abasement a Manual for the Use of 1Yanufacturers,

ln8pectO’1’s, Medical Officer8 (If Health, Engineers, and Others.
By WILLIAM NiCHOLSON, Chief Smoke Inspector to the
Sheffield Corporation. With 59 illustrations. London :
Charles Griffin and Co. 1905. Pp 256. Price 6s. net.-The
author’s object in this volume is to give a concise account
of the. smoke abatement movement and to indicate the I

means by which the smoke nuisance may be combated and, it
is to be hoped, finally overcome. The unrestricted emissions
of smoke result in serious harm and the author points
out that, so far from being a necessary evil, it is one

that is easily remediable and for the removal of which,

adequate legal machinery exists. Such emission of smoke
Es unsound economically and hygienically: economically
because it means a direct waste of valuable fuel, andl

hygienieally as it is a cause of lowered vitality in those
obliged to breathe the vitiated atmosphere. Mr. Nicholsoni
devotes three chapters to the legal aspects of the smoke’

nuisance and discusses the different enactments which
have been made in our own and in other countries. He

hopes that this book will be the means of directing in-
creased attention to a question which has been neglected
by many of those public authorities upon whom the duty
of dealing with it devolves. The various questions involved
are carefully considered and the volume may be regarded as
an educational manual of distinct value.
A Nwrse’s Handbo(lk of Obstetrios. By JOSEPH BROWN

COOKE, M.D. Second edition, revised. London and Phila-

delphia : J. B. Lippincott and Co. 1905. Pp. 403. Price
9s. net.-The appearance of a second edition of this hand-
book for nurses in so short a time shows that it has met with

appreciation by the class for whom it is intended. The
author states that the book has been carefully revised and
various additions have been made but it has not been thought
necessary to alter the general plan of the work. The book
has been slightly increased in size and the revision appears
to have been carried out carefully and sufficiently, although
some statements to which we took exception in the first

edition still remain unaltered. The statement that

eclampsia beginning after delivery is more dangerous than
when it begins before or during the birth of the child is
in direct contradiction to the experience of most writers

on this subject. The book is, however, a good one of its

class and we can thoroughly recommend it to nurses.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.
Man -In the November number of this journal the Rev.

H. G. 0. Kendall and Mr. J. Russell Larkby contribute
articles on the controversy relative to eoliths and pseudo-
eoliths, the point at issue being whether certain supposed
flint implements are really of human manufacture or not.

Writing on the Boni hunters of Jubaland, Captain R. E.
Salkeld says that these people are subject to the Somalis in
East Africa and that their great accomplishment is the

making of poison for arrows. This poison is obtained from a
tree which in Northern Somaliland is called Gadwayiyu. It

grows commonly there, as well as in the hinterland of the
Benadir and in the northern parts of Jubaland. A piece of
the wood, after being barked, is shred into splinters ; the
bark and wood are then soaked in water for 12 hours and
afterwards boiled for 12 hours, fresh water being constantly
added. The final result is a thick, black, treacle like sub-
stance which is put on the detachable head of the arrows
behind the barb. A goat was killed in five minutes by
inserting some of the substance in a small incision made in
the shoulder. Captain Salkeld was informed that the

symptoms were those of strychnine poisoning.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD : RADCLIFFE TRAVEL-
LING FELLOWSHIP, 1906.-An examination for a Fellowshipof the annual value of 200 and tenable for three years will
be held in February, 1906, commencing on Tuesday,
Feb. 27th. Candidates must have passed all the examina-
tions required by the University for the degrees of B.A. and
B.M. They must also have been placed in the first class in
one of the public examinations of the University or have
obtained some university prize or scholarship. Names should
be.sent into the Regius Professor of Medicine on or before
Saturday, Feb. 10th. Further particulars are to be found in
the Uni1’ersity Gazette of Nov. 21st.
LONDON SCHOOL OF CLINICAL MEDICINE.-

The following appointments have been made to this school,
the formation of which we announced in our issue of
Nov. llth, p. 1421.&mdash;Medicine : Sir Dyce Duckworth, Dr.
Frederick Taylor, Dr. J. Rose Bradford, Dr. R. T. Hewlett,
and Dr. Guthrie Rankin. Surgery: Sir William Bennett,
Mr. Mayo Robson, Mr. A. Carless, Mr. William Turner, and
Mr. Lawrie H. McGavin. Dh eases of the Eye: Mr. L.
Vernon Cargill. Diseases of the Skin : Mr. Malcolm A.
,Morris. Diseases of the Throat, Nose, -and Ear : Dr. StClair
Thomson. Radiography: Dr. J. Mackenzie Davidson.
Diseases of the Teeth: Mr. Kenneth W. Goadby.


